Hello. My name is Rita Doughty. I live in Tuscaloosa and work at The University of Alabama in grants administration. That just means that I help faculty members put together research grant applications, and then, when a research grant is awarded to a faculty member, I help with some administrative-related responsibilities.

I am taking the CSM 547: Digital Tools class as part of the curriculum for a Master’s Degree in Consumer Quality Management from the College of Human Environmental Sciences (CHES). I work full-time, so I enrolled in the online program, because it best fits my schedule.

I have completed 4 classes through the online Distance Learning format, so I am now familiar with Blackboard. After looking at the syllabus, I see that we will approach some tools that I already use, but I expect that I will discover a lot more about each of them than I know now. 
I can already see that there is plenty for me to learn this summer in CSM 547, starting with the Voice Thread. While I am looking forward to the entire class, I am most excited about being able to apply project management tools and software to my job.
On a personal note, I am a mom to two cute pound puppies. One of my weekend hobbies has been driving transport for dog rescue; but my volunteer work in that area has slowed down a bit since I enrolled in graduate school. After I graduate, I will be happy to go back to regularly volunteering. 
I am looking forward to getting to know my classmates throughout the semester and to learning about technology and communication tools.
